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P IN HOLT COUNTY. BLACKBERRIES AND KISSES.
F eniy Coust Term, 34 Monday in Biackberries! nipe blackverries!
:'23--! o "'“';:: l!;ﬂ'fd‘ Will you cotme and see ?
- m Dot Ti-ftha, enGaye Over all the woods and Janes
\2~ ' s N ot They see running free
1 Terms, 31l Moudnys Blackberries! ripe Ulsekberries!
I.I Juiy and Oclober of every Will sou come amd eat ¥
,"-' Nuture bids vou (o e feast,
Spres:ds the wild, tree trest

Bob White sad Bob-a-Linkum,
With their lpdies fuir,

Eobin Red aon Cardined,
Are already there

Jermy Wrea sad every hird
Oune wollld wish o see,

Famed for besuty, luve, or song,
Join the cotpany .

sing anel ent, anidjeat wnd sing.
Wihile the children shout g

Anid fonid levers "mong the vines
Wander In and out—

Wander slowly, stonping low,
Lest the frodt they maiss:

Ab! | wonoer which {s swertest,
Berries, ors Klss ¥

*Which Is sweetest, merry Robin ?
Tell me which is best."”

And he warbled, **Ilackberries!
Berriws for my nest "’

""Which is swectesl, hnppy lovers,
Happy s you sigh ™'

Laughlng low, they answernid me,
““You tad better try, "’

s Chidiiren , who in porple Julee
Iype your fnger-tips,

Purpde are your germents dyed,
Purple ure your lips.

Throagh the waonds and fanes and felds
Esch & weloome gues!,

Can youl answer what 1 ask #**
“*Blackberries are bost!”,

Hlact herrien, of conrse, arc best;
Who wosthd Kisoes wani¥"’

Sald & sturdy . laughing led.
Birown and confldent.

U Rlackberries, of course, are best;
What do you say, Graee?'*

Anil the litthe fnse replied,
“"Thot,s, of course, the case !**

But above them sang a bird
In & mocking teugue,

¢ Wait o litthe longer, doars,
You are rulher voang.

Birs whe know 1 thing or two
Weil may bell yon this—

Blackberrics are very goad,
Flovered with o kign.*"

- —

GIGANTIC BANK ROBBERIES.

The First Compleu: History of the
Bank Breaking Ring.

A Remarkabie Series of Crimes-Ed-
suom, Lhe Lock Experi—HNis Connee-
won with Conners,, Neoll snd
Daniap—Nearly 53,0.0,000
Taken from Ro-cnlled
Barglar Proof Safles.

[From the Xew York San)

The old time bank burglar went ont
of 1he business when sclentific men in-
venled the combination lock. Bank
men and safe men Immagined that at
lust something had been found that
was barglar proof. Hat in 1872 a .ob-
bery in Lonisville opencd their eyes,
and this was tollowed fora period ol
four years by n =eries of roliberies and
attempts which not only had never
been eqralled.so far as daring and sue-
cess were concerned, but which showed
that burglars of ability bhad got the
best of combination lucks.

From the similarity of metbod in all
these robberles und altempls, it was
plain that the same men were doing
them; but they covered ‘heir tracks
so skilifully that, althongh some ol
them were suspected, no proofl was ev-
er gut of their gullt, excepting in the
case of one man, untll the remarkable
developments which tollowed the ar-
rest of Scoll, Daulap and Conners for
robbing the Northampton Bank.

Now that Scolt and Dunlap are con-
vieted and will probably spend the
rest of their days in State Prison, the
whole story of the organization of this
ring, of thelr varions altcmpts snd
of thelr suecessfal robbery ol nearly
£3.000,000 of money nnd the bomds in
the four years that they operated to-
gether, may be now told the first time.

Robert C. Seott spent his boyhood in
the town of Warsaw, I11.11e had served
one term jothe IHivois Penitentiary,
for grand larceny, and was serving o
second lor stabbing a man, when he
met fu the Penitentinry an  old bank
robber, Tom Riley, aline Tom Seott,,
nlias Secar-fuced Tom. When both
were released, Seolt war lutroduced
by Riley, who ia now in Anburn Pris-
on, 1o James Dunlap, who is either a
Scotchman or of Scotch descent. Both
seott and Danlep were men of
strenzth, health, nerve, palience and
brains. [low scon after they met
Billy Conuers, 0 well known in New
York, was taken into the ring, is not
knowf®; but it is certain that within a
fow months afler iheir acquaiotance-
ship the Falls City Bauk, of Louisville,
Ky., was broken into and robbed by
the ring, ®ud somo $200,000 stolen.
is was In 1872, and was the first
bank robbed Dby the ring. Less Is
known sbout the means employed m
roblbing this bank than of those that
tollowed. But soon after this robbery
the pariners began logscour through
the country locking for weak banke.
One of them—probably Conpers—
sspotted™ the Second Natjoval Bank
ol Eimlra, and, ra thorough inves®
tigation, found [hat the oply way they
eould work was thoroggh thefloor of
Avsouiy-
tion room, which was direutly over the
vanlt of the bank. Bat a difficuity
presznted iteell The door of this room
was an iron one, and Jocked with g
fafl lock. It wus neoessary fto be
able to open this Jock In some way
every night In order to work at the
vaalt, and they did not know howa
Hali lock could be opened, nor could

they leary.
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LOCK SECRETS

They decided that in some way they
must get the secret of the THall Tock.
Conners spent a great deal of time,and
at last heard that a salesman of Her-
1ing's safes had stabled a bhorse at
Ryan's, in Thirty-fourth street. Ry-
un had been crooked vears before, and
to him Conners went, and Ryan con-
sented o bring tbis salesman, Edzon
and Conners together. Ilyan began
by bisting to Edson that he had
splendid opportunities to make money
easily and  sately, and so, -gradually
lending the way, he at last asked Edw
son to be allowed to introduce a friend
to him. This friend wus Billy Conners,
and al the first Interview pothing more
thun very gentle hints passed.  Some
git interviews were bad, and at the
Just, which took place in a saloon in
Pringe street, near Broadway. Fdson

consented for 850,000 to tell Conuners
how a Hall lock conld beopenwl Con- |
ners went away in great glew, snd told
the rest of the ring that he had got a |
mzn now who could open any lock n'
the country for them. Then the plan
was arrunged. Conners got some one
in Elinira to send a letter to Herring &
Co. inquiring abont safes, and, ns was
expected, Edson was sent 1o see about
it. He went to Elmira, stopping at
the Ratbbone house, and on Sunday
after his arrival 8 man came in and
sat opposite to him at dinner. This
man nsked Edson whether his name
was Edson, and being told that it was,
sald he had a letter of introduction.
This man was Rolert C. Scott. It was
agreed that Scott shonld put & paper
wad into the Hull lock that mnight, so
thut it wonld not work the next morn-
ing. Meanwhile Edeon was to let it
be known that he was in town, and it
was cxpected that, naturally, he wounld
be called on to repair the lock. It
happened just as expected, and while
Edson repaired the lock be got an im-
pression of the key, which he gave
Scott and the diffienlty of approach to
the bank vault was cleared away.

The burglars, before they found Ed-
son, went 80 lar as to break into the
house of the Sccretary of the Y. M.
C. A, and 1o feel his pockets for the
keys, simply lo get an impression of
them.  But the Seeretary bad hidden
the keys ander the carpet, and they
were [olled  This Secretary was great-
Iy sarprised the next morning to sce
traces of burglary, and to find thal
nothigg had been laken, and ne never
nnderstood it

SHAM HOUSEREEFING.

After the kiy was finally oblained
arrangements ware made. A woman
wha lived in Baltimore was hired to
oo to Elnir  and take a hooze some-
where in the subarbs, She was repre-
sented as the wife of a man who was
away a good deal. This woman made
a great displsy of keeping house,
swoeping the steps and yard every day
with vigor, This house was simply
furnished with cooking utensils, a few
blavkets and a sct of window cartaius
throngbout. llere Scotf, Danlap, Red
Leary, Billy Conners and John Berry
spent their days, going out at night
oniy, and they were never seen.  They
fived there six weeks. Every night
ihey went tothe Y, M, C. A roowmn, nn-
jocked the door, took np the fiooring
and went to work They removed ton
atter ton of stones, and carried them
ap to the top ot the Opers House buill-
ing in baskets. There were four feet
of solid masonry to be dag through,
some of the stones weighing a ton;
then a layer ot railrcad iron and a
plate of one and & hall inch steel.
They got through sl of this bot the
last plate; but one night President
Prait, of the bauk, having ocession lo
go into the Vanit, saw & layer of white
dust on the floor. e suspected some-
thing and got an officer,  An alarm
wn@ given to the gang, and ail got
away it Berry.  He was arrested at
the door, and Is now serving a sen-
tence in Anburn prison, his time being
np next September, for this attempted
hurgl~ Anterward the mir pomp
which they expected to nse to blow
powder ingipthe safe was found in the
Inmber yol where they had hidden if.
Conners same night was seized by
2 man at tRE depot, but he wrenched
himsell awdR and walked to Watkins,
New York, §pd from there took a boat
to Geneva, nfll met Scott and Dunlap
on the New Wbrk Central train, they
having go m Elmira to Ruffulo
and then take train to New York.
They had expect get some $200.-
000 in  greenbacks and $6,000,000 in
bonts.

After helping Berry on his trial, and
secing that his family was taken care
ot, they agreed to scout again.  Dun-
lap went west. and after some time in
February, 1874, sent to Scolt to make
up a party, and bring the air pump, ns
he had ~found something to go to work
at.” Bcotl made up the party. which
consisted of himeelf, Tom Draper,

Dave Canmming, alins Little Dave,q

Tom Bigelow, Billy Flynn and George | °

Mauson, and they. going by different |
rowtes, met Dunlap In Quiney, 1. |

Here the DBaltimore woman had |
hired a house naml in it the|
gang lived, and from it went|
te work. Gettlng access 1o the room

over the vanlt, they took up the Toar.
ing every night, and at last got down
to the safes npon which they expected
to nse the air pump. But, for one reas- |
on or an other, they had to wait two
weeks for a good night to consnme the |
job.

| Conners waa frightened
| nlurm and the gane fled,

| bank until 8 o’clock nextday,

Scolt :md I)unlnp,aner tnLlng off the
brick top, went down into the yault.
Then the seams of the npper safe were
all puttied up excepting a little hole at
the top and bottow. On a picce of pa-
per was placed fine powder, and held
to the little hole at the top oi the vanit.

and the afr pump was applied to the
lower hole; and thns the powder was
sucked in. Then a little pistol wis at-
tached to the upper hole. loaded ouly
with powder, 4 string attnched to the
trigger, and at a safe distance dis-
charged ; but there was oniy a pufl.
Another attempt was more successful,
$120,000 in money and some $700.000
in bonds were taken. The bank ae-
knowledge a loss of only $80,000,
Neither the money nor the bonds have
been recovered.

SUMPTUOUS LIVING.

The party retirned to New York,
and fora time lived in great style.
The . cholcest wines and cigars, fast
| horses and women melted their money.
| It was at this time that Seott bought
the celebrated trotter Knox, which
made a sensation on the Coney Island
rond, Many persons will now lars
with amazement that the dashing
young man who ent such a swath in
the snmmer of 1874 speeding his splen-
did horse down the Coney Island road
was Robert C. Scolt, the burglir, and
thut the blond mustached man with
him, who scemed snch a jolly good fel
low, was his pal and companion now
in Northamption Jall, James Dunlap-

Iu the full of 1874 their money gave
ont again, and they begun to look
aronnd for a tresh job.. Edson had
had nothing to do with the Quincy
robbery, and the ring bad not seen
him for nearly & year. As the air

‘pump was Edson’s, they pald him for

its use in the Quincy robbery, but on-
Iy about half the amonul they prom-
ised to pay. In the fall, bowever,Dan-
lap went to see him. Edson tien told
Duninp that he wished to sever all con-
nectlon with them, but said Danlap:
“Berry, who [& now in Anburn, wants
to squeal, and [ am the only one who
can stop mm. Would yon want your
tamily to know of the disgrace and
yvour employers? With this threat
held over him, Edson consenied to go
and cxamine the Saratoga Natlonal
Bank, which he did ; but be reported to
them that the attempt would not be
feasible. Then ihey *spolted” ibe
Long Island Savings Bank,and this
appeared very *“‘good ground," be-
cange they could hire the adjoining
premises.  But they had some difiienl-
ty in getting any one lo hire these
premilses. They bad besu piping the
Atlantie Bank in DBrooklyn, but had
given it up for the Long Island. Con-
ners wis sent West to find & man who
would hire the premises; bat he could
nol get nny one.  Finally, Billy Maber,
a partner of Max Shinburn, the iamous
burglar, was given $100 dollars to hire
the adjoining premises, but he'*jumped
away" with the money. Jast at this
time a Jew had come from the vicini-
ty of Des Moines, Iows, to New York,
to get somebody 1o go out there and
rob the Coun'y Treasury. Scolt and
George Mason wenl out with this Jew,
took the job, and this cansed the 1
trouble fn the ying, Dunlap feeling
very hard loward Scott. The Des
Moines job fulled, having bLeen given
away, and Scott and Mnason escaped
arrest only by Jmwping from a wail-
road train, leaving all their tools. They
walked some twenty miles in 2 freez-
ing jce-storm, and their legs were
badly cat up and brulsed by their fre-
quent falls on the ice,

RUSINESS AND I'LEASURE.

Before the atiempt npon the Long
Island Bank they had intended to rob
the bank on Nantecket Island. Scolt,
Punlap and “Red” Leary had visited
the island while on a plesure trip anc
foand the bank an casy one o get at,
They found an old sea captain In New
York who agreed to pilot them to Nan-
tneket and back for a share of lhe
spoils. They left New York in a sloop
and sailed throngh the sonnd, When
ofl Block Island a fearful storm eame
up Every wan in the party, except
the Captain. was fearfully sea-sick,
and none of them knew one rope from
another. They expected to go to the
bottom, but finally they reached Green-
port, Long Island. where they left the
Captaln to take care of himself and
vessel,

After a while it wns learned that the
First Natlonal Bank of Covington, Ky..
had a greal deal of money in its vanlts,
and wns a good one to “work.” Seolt,
Cannors. Red Leary. Jim Draper and
others went to Covington, bt Dunlap
was not incloded In the parly on
aceount of his qnarrel with Sentt. The
vanlt af this bank I nnder the Opera
Mouse. Connoere fitied a key to fthe
Opern Honses door. The gang wenl
in every night, removed the orchestra
seqils, tock np the floor, and easlly tonk
off the top of the vanlt. When all was
ready Conners stalil ontslde ta waleh.
Seott and Leary went down into the
vault and charged the safe with pow-
der, The explosion was a terrific ono
ns a little nitro glveerine wns used
The celling of the bank fell, and there
ble shower of bricks, dast and
Tho nolze wns so lond that
e gave an
leaving he.
hind 8400,000 in greenbacks and $1,-
500,000 in good bonds. The alarm
was necdless, ne no one went to the
Conners
was hlamed for elvinga fulse alarm.
and thus losing such avich hanl, and

wasn
maortar,

At lust the night came, and | it was eaid by all that had Dunlap
a 3 I

been there he wonlu.l not have gone
withont the money. The first thing to
do, they agreed, was to get Dunlap
back into the party.

The Rockville (Conn.) Bank was
next pitched npon. Betore deciding to
try this bank, they examined banks at-
Plymouth, Bloomsburg, and Wilkes,
barre, "a., and at Syracuse, N, Y.;
but some one told Dunlap that the
Rockville Bank was an easy one o get
into.  Scott went to Rockville in his
assnmed character of horse-dealer, and
Donlap and Conners followed soon ai-
terward. They had no trouble in get-
ting Into the room over the bank, and
on the first night found that there was
only a few layers of brick between
the top of the vanlt and the loslde
They worked on this top about a week
taking ont a few bricks every night.
One night Dunlap warned Scott that
they had got to work very carefully;
ir they ditl not the top wounld give way.
The night before they expected to get
access to the vaalt, Scott was jamming
at the bricke with a jimmy. By scci-
dent he toreed it through the top of
the vault and it fell inside. As there
wis no way Lo get ont, and as its dis-
covery would lead to a'eareful guard-
ing of the bank, they gave up the job.
and rode to Hartford, and then to New
York.

EXTERING A BANK THROUGH THE ROOF

The ring were now gelting very
short of money, and decided to make
another atlempt on the easiest bank.
They at first thonght of taking the
bank at Bloomsburg, Pa.. bat Conners
who had been (o Pittston, came back
and reported that «he Pittston Bank
wis “good ground.”  The party was
made up, and about the last of October
1875, they began operations. The
First National Bank ol Pittston is, or
was then, & one-story bailding, cov-
ered with a tin roof. Dunlap got some
red putty in New York; some of the
tin roofing was taken up, and then the
boards of the roof were removed.
This work took one night. The boards
were carefully put back, the tin put
down and joined with red putty. =So
carefally wsas this done that, al-
thongh there was & bhird rain and
storm the.next day, the roof did not
leak n drop. The next night the tin
and boards were removed again, and
work wns begun on the tep of the
vault, A-layer of bricks was remoy-
ed and the roof pat back.

This work was carried on every
night nfgll only one layer of bricks re-
nal Thls was moved.on the
night ot the bulglary, November 4,
1875, 'The top of the vault was taken
off in iwo hours' time, and then Scott
and Dunlap let themselves down into
the vanlt. Conners piped ontside and
the others were placed where thev
were neéded, In the vanlt were three
Marvio spherical safes. There was al-
80 a burglar alarm in the vanlt. This
troubled Scott and Dunlap and they at
length decidad to sarroand 1! with
buards. Then they called for the sir
pnwp, the dynamite and the powder,
which’ were let down to them. Scolt
applied the alr panmp to one of the

rsff| Fates bat they overcharged it with

powder, and it blew half the door off.
Then they opened it by Inserting dyna-
mite and exploding it. In the safe
they fonnd $500 in carrency and 861,
000 in good bonds. Next they attacked
another safe. They first broke off the
spindle, and, Inserting a litle dyna-
mile, blew off a plate. Then they in-
sorted another charge of dynamite,
amd another, blowing off plate after
plate. They had enly one more piate
1o blow off when they bhesrnd Conners
giving the alarm, In this safe was a
very large sum of money. While they
were in the vanlt Scott and Dunlap
cansed twelve explosions, one of then
n  terrifflc one; but they did not
dare to waste time by leaving the yanit
bufore an explosion andd then returning,
so they remained in the vault throngh-
ont, and trusted to the boards they had
pat up around the burglar alarm to
protect them. Just after the last ex-
plosion Conners saw a man looking
out of a window of a honse near by,
and it was for this that he gave the
alarm, It appears that. of the twelve
exploslons, the man heard the last two,
and went out to see what the nolse was
caunsed by,

When Scott amd Dunlap came ont of
this vault they were almost exhansted.
Thelr elothes were wringing wet, al-
though it wasa cold night, and their
Inngs were filled with the noxions and
disa greeable gas which an explosion
of dynamite makes. They conld
hardly walk Al first, and had to be
stimulated. Then they walked to
Lekigh, some thirty miles, and. taking
an early traln, were in New York the
next afternoon.  The bonds were alter-
ward *compromised” back to the bank
throngh the ald of New York lawyers,
hnt the amount obiained was so small
that it was decided to do another job
as soon a8 possible. 3

A TREMENDOUS JOn,

In the summer before these last two
attempin, George Miles, the Barre
Bank robber, told Seott that there was
a bank in Northampton, Maas., that
oculd be beaten, They had gone (o
Notthampton several times, and had
sent Edson there before the Pittston
robbery. Butthey found difficulties,
anid Conners was doubtinl of thelr
snccess,  These were the night watch-

men, the four keys In the different
hands, and the combination which vas

NUMBER 8

divided between two persons. They
deciden that it wonld be nseless to try
breaking into the vault; if Edson could
get impressions of the four keys. and
could get the combdination Into one
person's keeping, they could do the
rest. Edson did his part, asthe re-
ports printed in the Sen have shown.
He got impressions of the tour keys,
and by his advice the bank gave the
entire combination (o Mr. Whittlesey,
the Cnshier. Arter talking ever many
plans they decided to take a bolder
step than they had yet taken—to force
the combination from Mr. Whittlesey
at the point of the pistol, then junp
suddenly nupon and overpower (the
night policemen, gag them, take them
to the lockep, and lock then In with

the prisoners. Bat Dnh
tally tenrwed thal the RiZht Jm

weal ont on  daty lzloalukh the
morming. and, as that would give near-
Iy three bours of darkness ut that time
of the year, they decided to spend the
night between miduight and foar
o'clock in the mornlg, at Whittlesey's
house. How they did their work is
now well known. The bonds and pa-
pers were laken awny in plllow cases
and bidden in one of the yaulls of the
Northampton burying-ground, whence
they were removed some time in Fub-
ruary.

When the burglars found out that
they had obtained n million and a guar-
ter of money and bonds, they were al-
most beside themselves with joy. They
estimated that on s compromise they
wonld clear between $300 000 apd
£100 000, and they were certain that
the bank aod Individual losers would
beso anxious to get the “stufl™ back
that the burgiars woull be sale, even
if It was suspected that they did the
job. Of this last they bad littie tear.
They bad done so many jobs, and lefl
no traces behind them, and were confi-
denl that they had left none in this
case, that they felt no anxiety, and be-
gan steps at once for a compromise.
Then the quarrel broke out. Edson be-
gan to negotiate with the bank people,
and gaw very soou that they suspected
him of having bad sowething to do
with the burglary. Meanwhile the
bank had pot the Losiness into the
hanas of Pinkerton's agency, by which
all the operations of the gang were af-
terwards ferreted ont.

EDSOX REVEALS ALL.

Several interviews were had by Fd-
son and the bank officers, and, through
Fdson, Conners and Mr. Williams,
one of the bank officers, ware brought
together. But these negotiations all
fafled, and Edson saw that he was fall-
ing between two stools. Meanwhile,
Pinkerton's men had suspected Scoft
snd Duniap, and one of their detee-
tives was constantly shadowing them.
At last Edsou told Mr. Williams in an
interview: I am trying to effecta
negotiation, but I am left by these men
in a very bad light by constant play-
ing with yon and me, after yon take
the troanble to come to New York. Now
sir, it you don't reach n settlement at
the next meeting, by God, I will tell
you who the men are.”

The negotiation fell throngh, and

Fdson kept his wonl. Goinz to Pin-
kerton's office by request of the bank.
he gave a detailed history of the rob-
bery, which led to the arrest of Scoll.
Punlsp and Conners and to the flight
of Red Leary. When Conners escaped
from the Ludlow Street Jail, the com-
trol of the securities was given to him,
and he has furnished some ol the moa-
ey for the defense of these men.

Scolt, who was a skilltull organizer
and planner, was the leader of the ring
but the execation of the dangerous
work was always pnt into Dunlap's
hands. Dunlap has been often arrest-
2, but has invanably managed in one
way or another to get out of his dificul-
ties, and he fancied that his lnck woukl
not desert him now. Conners general-
Iy *piped”—that is, watched ountside
—during a robbery, and was expecied
to condnet nogotiations for the retarn
of securities, The rest of the gang
were simply assislants.

It is known that some of Lhese [ust
bave long been dissatisfied with the
treatment received from Secott and
Dunlap, and are pleased that the lead-
ers have got Into trouble. In fact, Ed-
son before he betrayed the gung, re-
ceived 8 letter from one of these dis-
satisfied men, warning him to look ont
“sthat be did not get tarred with the
same stick that ke was at Quiney”—re-
ferring to the attempt of Scott, Danlyp
and Conners to cheat him ont of his
fair proportion of the spolls of the
Quiney robbery.

The amountstolen by this gang in
four yeais is nearly three millions ot
dollars In money and secarities, most
of which has not yet been recovered.

Writing For the Press.

Wasle no time on Introductions.
Don't hegin by Iaying onl your snb-
ject like & Dutch flower-garden,or tell-
ing yonr molives for writing. The key-
note should be struck if possible. In the
very first senlence. A dull beginning
often damns an ariicle; & spicy one
whets the appetite, and cominends
what follows to both editor and reader,
Above all, stop when yon are done.
Don't let the ghost of your thought
wander about aiter the death of the
body. Don't waste n moments time
in vindicating yonr produetion, against
editors nnd eritlcs, but expend your en-
ergies In  writing something which

eball be Its own vindleation.

GOOD TIMES COMING.

The Wonderful Predictions of an
Ohio Farmer—-The Vagaries of
Trace Traced by **Price Cycles.”

Upon the opening of every season
auspicious straws are grasped to show
that -*hard times" are passing away.
Twice a year, since 1873, have news
papers been teeming with figures and
facts (o show that the depression was
grdnaliy HRing and an era ol pros-
perity dawning. Yet esch lime were
these hopes blasted, because they were
simply wishes fathering 1he thoughts,
An Oblo farmer, one Samuecl Ben-
ners, taking the yearly average prices
or the official monthly prices at New

tions, as published in a little book call-
ed “Fature Ups and Downs,” show
that the advance and decline in the
average price of pig iron, bogs, corn
provisions in the market of our coun-
try for & serics of twenly years past
and for certuin periods have ween as
alternately certain as the diurnal reve-
Iutions of the earth npon its axis, and
the perlods of high and low prices bave
been as regular in rotation as the an-
nual return of the four scasons.

In the Introduction to this work,
written In 1876, the snthor truly and
prophetieally says; “1 am well aware
that my prediction of the downward
tendency in the prices of pig won,
hogs, corn and provisicns, and dull
trade for the next two years, will be s
unwelcome as the tolling of the fire bell
at the bour of midnight, and to others
as nnexpected as well the approach of
the Medes and Persians nnder the
walls of Babylom to the bengueters
ut the royal bonrd of Bel:hazzur; bat
we can not be blamed for foretelling
that which can not be averted.”

FAKIC PREDICTIONS VERIVIED.

Proceeding ~n the 1he theory that
there are **Price Cycles,” Mr. Benners,
1875, predicted ‘that the average price
of No.1 foundry charcoal pig iron in the
markets of our country wonld be low-
er in 1576 than In 1875, and that In
1877 it would be lower tnan in 1876,
and the daily price In some months of
1876 wonld run below $30 per lon.™
He further predicts “that 1878 will be
higher than in 1877, and in 1879 it will
be higher thanin 1874, not sithstand-
hg the resumption of specie pay-

‘ments.”

above 850 per ton.”
says, “thas there will be great depres-

that there will be a commerclal reval-

1891."

Whatever may be thought of the
writer's predictions concerning the
tuture it can not be denied that so far
the events of the past and the present
taully corroborate the correctness of
his stalements.

By what he terms a *Cast Iron
Rule,” the fluctuations in certuin prod-
ucts raaging from high lo low prices
can be caleulated for the future with
the samie sccuracy and on the same
principle that the astropoimer calcn-
lates an eclipse of the sun.

In aitempting to determine the fu-
ture price of agricultural products he
claims “*the weather Is an Important
element of uncertainty,” and the man-
per in which causes aud their laws
operute o produce these cffects may ha
tound in the solar systema. The regu-
lar recurrence of the seasoms and the
various convulsions of nuture are not
things which happen by chance, but by
some law which will shortly be solved,
and when these laws are better under-
stood their effect on manulacture,
trude and commerce will also be more
correctly determined as well as the
conditions and eleweunts that produce
the nps and downs In prices which
rule in the markets of our coaniry.
Science, be says “*will show that there
is & renlity in the comnection between
buman events and the operations of
nuture, the causes and the laws by
which they operate we are now igno-
rant of."

TRADE CYCLES,

Anolher guile i forecasting the fu-
ture prices of products is, as the auth-
or claims, 1o ascertain the yeurly aver-
age prices In a series of years. or “tbe
cyeles In yearly average prives.” When
yearly average prices advance from a
low to the highest aveinge k18 called
an “up.” When (he average price de-
clines from one year to another to the
lowest avernge it is called s “down."

“The ups and downs™ of yearly aver-
age prices in & series of years for some
articles are very noticvable, nad it
takesn required number of years lo
complete an “up and down."

Bengers gives, as a rule Lo aseertaln
the prices of fature markets, to first
“Jook to the past nps and downs of
average prices, and second, buving as-
certained how many years it requires
to complete an up and down in any
product or commodity, then determine
in what order the ups and downs are
repeated in the next cycle, and ifthere
is found any noticesble periodicy in
evcios then we have s rule which can
be applied to the fature.”

“The indubitable evidences and testl-
monies of observation,” be declares,
*‘have establistied this rule to be the
safest adapted to the purpose of deter-

He extends bia predictions
relative to the advance im prices of

this qeality of iron o the years 1880

and 1881, sdding “~that the duily price
in somne months of that yesr will run

“1 predict™” be

sion in general businesss and many |
fuilures in the years 1876 and 1877, nnd

sion and a financial crisls in the year
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mining futnre prices, together with the
unerring role that ““one extreme invari-
ably follows amother, and when applicd
to pig-iron, bogs, corn sud provisions,
is as persistent as the attractive sad re-
pulsive forces of the a

In accordsnce with mies e main-
Lains that observance bas demmonstrated
the cycles In the price of corn and bogs
to reenr every cleven years, n the price
of pig-iron every (wenly seven-years
and in general business every fifty.four
years. and that they ean not be account-
ed for on any known theory in the
operation of irade, but that *their
periodicy is found nlone in the solar
system.”

As it is not in the nalure of things in

York, bas wﬂu Ing cycle to operate in (be
#40 manner, thal (e signs
Wo—rﬁ years. His lnvestign-| e one imes® indicate that the coming

predicied disturbances in the busipess
world will be not only an agricultusal,
manafacturing, wiaing, trading and -
dastrial revulsion, but also a Gnanls’
cawastropbe, producing a universal sys-
pension of specie payments and the
closing np of all hanks in this country.
4 GUIDE FROM PAST PANICS.
Referring to the panles of past yenvs
the writer begins with the commere!s)
revuision of 1819, and reckons eightecn
years Yo the crisis of 1837; twenty
years to the crisis of 1857, and sixteer
years to the erisis of 1873, making the
order of cyeles sixteen, cighteen and
twenty years and repeat. The cyele ot
twenty years was completed ju 1857,
that ol sixteen years in 1573, and was
the commencement of the repetition of
the same order; and, a8 it lakes fiftv-
four years m (helr order to make a rev-
olution or to return in the same order,
the presen t cycle, consisting of eigh-
teen years, will end In 1801, when the
next panie will barst apon us with all
its train of woe.

The year 1877, Mr. Benners predicted
two years ago, would bring the lowest
point in the price of pig Iron, aml
thai the year would be *a duil ami
unprofitable year for the iron trade and
also for general basmess.”

The next high point of prosperity In
the iron business wiil be, he says,
1881, though for the succeeding six
years prices will be anstable, but after
the years 1878 the price of pig Iron will
advance, all business will be prosper-
ous, corn and hogs will be oan the ad-
vance, agriculture and manafacture
will be active. all iades and jndustiries
will make money to the year 1851,
when he predits a panic which will not
be confined to the United States or this
continent, but will sweep over (he
world like the panics of 1819 and 1838,
and will be felt with equal severily in
other counlrics.

The writer claims that iron is the
cheif ruling industry in this couatry,
if not in the world, and as the hun
industry rises or fulls n the scale of
proeperity so alse is the general bus-
iness of the conlry affected.

“The resumption of trade and in-
dustry In the year 1878 must go on.”
says the anthor : “the Gibraltar of haxd
Hiimes will be passed in 1877 ; the wills
and furnaces will start ap; all the in-
dustries of the conntry will be burn (o
new life, and with our Boances npon a
sonnd basis and a stop pat to the Im-
portstion of snch large amounts of for-
eign goods that we can manufucinre
oursclves, which will give us ibe bal-
ance of trade and keep our gold =t
home, and a general knowledge among
the people of the ups and downs in

udwheaumv to re-
prices, expect i

tun to
wlll unl advance be-
which has appearcd
lt all l.guol the world.
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An exchange says that a member of
the British Association exzhibited o
tame wasp al & recent mecting which
nte sugur from his hand, and alowe!
him to strike i, 1t owlts to add ihut
4 moment later, when the sugar puve
out, the wasp at once resumed bosi-
ness, and sent the scientist howling
oat of the door like hot shot from «
shovel.

—_— - — o —

A glimpee of the future: Blackberry
man—*Blaek bay-ries! black bay-ries!
nice bay-rie®™ Ol Man—"How
mach® B, M.—*Fijieen cents a
quart.” O. M.—“Can’t pay any such
prive " B, M. jamping from his wagon
—*Can't, hey? Wont bey? Well,
then, take that [strikes]. and that
[strikes], and that [strikes].” The okl
man, with his daylights knocked ont,
fs gathered np by his weeping fGmily
and carried into the house. while his:
bereaved wile orders twenly-sewem
quarts of berries at filteen cenls w
quart.—Courier~Jouraal.

The Cost of the Strike.
The loss 1o business lor five days om
the five trunk lines, occasioned Ly (he
strike, is figured wp by the New Yok
Journa! of Commerce at §26.250.000
This estimate includes the Jestraction
of property of the Pennsyivania and
the Baltimore and Ohio- railroads. The
cost to each of the fAve railrosds per
day for the suspension of traffic averag-
ed, suy. $40,000, to which add §50,000
for losses by interruption of othey
rouds, and the total is $250,000 per
day. or $1,250,000 for the Hve days.
Ten million dollurs Is the estimated
josg sustained 10 the Pennsylvasia

rallroad at thhw al other poluts
on the line ; $5,000,000 is the estimnisd
loss on the Baltimore and Ublo  »oail,
and to this sum of $1.5,000,000, $10,060, -
000 more may be adde! lor losses 1n
other ral property, making the
grand total of figures given above.




